“Beware of DOGS”

Matthew 7:15-20
"Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 6You
will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thorn bushes, or figs from thistles? 17So,
every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 18A healthy tree cannot bear
bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 1 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down
and thrown into the fire. 22Thus you will recognize them by their fruits.”

Matthew 24:3-5, 24
Jesus said, “As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying, "Tell us, when
will these things be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the close of the age?" “And Jesus
answered them, "See that no one leads you astray. For many will come in my name, saying, 'l am the
Christ," and they will lead many astray. 24For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform
great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect.”

Who are some false prophets?
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So what do we do?

1. Watch what they do....

Identify them by their fruit: “every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears
bad fruit.”

2 Peter 1:5-8
“In view of all this, make every effort to respond to God’s promises. Supplement your faith with
a generous provision of moral excellence, and moral excellence with knowledge, 6 and
knowledge with self-control, and self-control with patient endurance, and patient endurance
with godliness, 7 and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love for
everyone. 8 The more you grow like this, the more productive and useful you will be in your
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

2. Watch what they teach....

Matthew 12:34-35
“You brood of snakes! How could evil men like you speak what is good and right? For whatever
is in your heart determines what you say. 3°> A good person produces good things from the
treasury of a good heart, and an evil person produces evil things from the treasury of an evil
heart.”



